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The New Company in Town, Premier Harvest, LLC

Opportunity is in the eyes of the beholder; just ask 
Dustin and Lisa Anderson, founders and owners of 
Premier Harvest, LLC. Dustin Anderson has been coming 
to Adak off and on since 2010, to ship live crab fresh from 
fishing vessels to destinations around the world.

Despite the high costs of electricity and logistics, the 
Andersons have decided to make a 20 year commitment to 
Adak. Premier Harvest has purchased the fish processing 
equipment from the City of Adak and signed a 20 year 
lease with the Aleut Corporation for the big blue shed,
known as the fish plant.

Premier Harvest specializes in premium live, fresh, and 
frozen seafood with sales on a global scale, not just 
domestic. Shipments of live crab have found their way to 
the Middle East, Europe and Asia. Not long ago, shipping 
live crab would have been impossible, but with patience, 
engineering, and invention, the Andersons have 
implemented a proven method.

F/V Trojan offloading crab at pier 5

The Andersons, who have been in the crab business for 
over 18 years have developed a process of special handling; 
with habitat imitating holding tanks. The crab is gently 
offloaded from the boat into the specially designed totes. 
The totes full of crab are transported via forklift into the 
plant for weighing. After weighing, the totes are 
transported to the staging area and filled with hoses 
providing continuously flowing seawater and oxygen. 

Tote of crab at the scales

Crab will refresh for 36 hours in the staging are prior to shipment

On the day of shipment, the totes are drained and 
transported to the packing area. The crab is inspected 
and weighed one by one.    Crab that is not reactive 
enough or appears to be dead is set aside and counted 
as “dead loss”. The crab is gently placed in wax boxes 
with a thick plastic liner until the box is at capacity. The 
average box weighs 54.6 lbs.

Premier Harvest employees weigh and pack the crab

The crab is pre-checked at the plant, and transported 
to the Adak Airport in specially designed “igloo cargo
containers” or on pallets. Flight 164, scheduled to 
arrive at 5:00pm is tenuously watched for takeoff from 
the Anchorage Airport, especially on a bad weather day.
If the flight does not arrive due to weather 
complications, the crab already packed in boxes for 
shipment has to be removed and returned to the 
habitat totes. The process of unpacking the crab and 
returning them to the habitat tote generally increases 
the “dead loss” rate, so the crab is packed at the very 
last minute for shipment. Read more in next month’s issue

Boxes packed with live crab ready for shipment

It’s Spring Clean-up Time 

Get ready to make Adak 
beautiful. Date and details 

coming soon! 
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COUNCIL APPOINTS RIZO
    
    The City Council  met on March 18, 2015.  
At  that  t ime the City Council  appointed 
Estrel la Rizo to vacant  seat  1B. Ms. Rizo wil l  
serve unt il  the next  regular local  e lection in  
October of  2015.

LOCKETT ELECTED PRESIDENT AT 
SWAMC SPRING CONFERENCE

Layton Lockett ,  City Manager,  was 
recently  elected  president  of  the Southwest  
Alaska Municipal  Conference this  month in  
Anchorage. SWAMC is  a social  and economic  
development non-profit  organizat ion that  
specif ical ly  promotes  growth and stabi l i ty in 
the Alaskan Southwest .

Lockett , who has served on the SWAMC 
board for several  years now, also serves as 
an elected board member on the Adak 
Community Development  Corporat ion.  

*********************

Run,  don’t  walk to the health fa ir
April  11 ,  2015 10:00am to 2:00pm in the 

community center .  A  3k Rainbow Run
(walking is  al lowed too) , wil l  be held  after 

the fa ir .  A  l ight  lunch potluck wil l  be  held in  
conjunct ion with the health fa ir;  br ing 

something heal thy.
***********************
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Ferguson’s Return for Visit - 20 Years Later

Mark and Janet Ferguson were married in Adak on 
January 23, 1991 by a JAG when they were both 
serving in the U.S. Navy. The Ferguson’s are standing 
in the very unit, E298E Arctic Acres in which they 
were living when Janet gave birth to their son,
Andrew, September 26, 1992. The Fergusons left 
Adak when Andrew just 1 year old but hold a special 
place in their hearts for Adak.
 

L) Janet, Nickolai, Jenna, Andrew and Mark Ferguson

L) Andrew Ferguson and Mayor Thomas Spitler, also born in Adak

Eastern Aleutian Tribes and 
Bristol Bay Native Health 

Corporation Presents 
“Adak Health Fair” 

and 3k “Rainbow Run” 

PSST – Hey Kids! 
The Easter Bunny needs 
help finding eggs! Let’s 
meet at the Community 
Center on April 4th at 
2pm.  

 
April 4 – Recreation Dept. Easter Egg Hunt and Photos with       
                 the Easter Bunny at 2pm in the Recreation Dept. 
April 5  - Happy Easter 
April 8  - Adak Reuse Advisory Board meeting, 12pm in the  
                 Community Center 
April 11- Health Fair 10 am in the Community Center 
                   3K walk/run 3 pm 
April 12 - Russian / Eastern Orthodox Easter 
April 15-  City Council 5pm, Community Center  
April 18 –Movie Night with Chief Tannehill, 6:15pm in the 
                  Community Center. 
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FROM THE WILDSIDE April 2015

Spring is in the Air!
...a time for farewells...

 

...and for hellos...

A little privacy, please...

Employment opportunity, June - August 2015: 

Tiglax

Clockwise from top right: Emperor goose (c Suzi Golodoff); pair 
of adult whooper swans and one immature in flight (c Isaac 
Helmericks);  pair of whooper swans on Lake Andy last month 
(c Tom Spitler)

Top: Lapland longspur, male and female (c Isaac 
Helmericks). Bottom: Semipalmated plover (cc Dick 
Daniels, carolinabirds.org)


