
The Adak Eagle’s Call 
 

March 2015 Volume 4 Issue 3 Page 1

Halibut Quota in Area 4B

The International Pacific Halibut Commission met
in Vancouver, British Columbia, during the last week of
January. Board Members from the Adak Community 
Development Corporation; Rick Koso, Layton Lockett and 
Dave Fraser attended the meeting. The agenda item 
everyone was worried about - potential cuts to the halibut 
quota in all areas, including area, 4B. While we dodged a 
quota cut this year, unless the by-catch quota allotted to 
factory trawlers is addressed and reduced in the future, 
area 4-B quota could again face potential cuts.

                  ******************************
                                                                                           

Council Seeks Appointee for Seat 1B

The Adak City Council is seeking an appointee to fill 
seat 1B; vacated when Jack Stewart Jr. resigned. Mr. 
Stewart, a long-time community member, has been 
reassigned by his employer to Cold Bay, which made 
attending the meetings tenuous at best.

Requirements to serve on the City Council include
residency in Adak, voter registration, and ability to attend 
regular meetings held the third Wednesday of every 
month, and special meetings on an as needed basis. If 
selected the appointment will last until the next local
election in October.

You may submit your name for consideration in a 
written letter of intent to the City Clerk, by March 16, 2015.
The applicant will be selected and sworn in at the regular 
council meeting on March 18, 5:00pm in Council 
chambers.

******************************

Recreational Marijuana Use in Alaska

On February 24, 2015, recreational marijuana use
became legal in Alaska. It is now legal to possess up to one 
ounce for personal use. While using marijuana is legal, 
there are still some aspects of use, cultivation and 
procurement that are illegal by Alaska State statutes.
Statutes that you should be aware of:

17.38.030 – Marijuana plants in public view –
mandatory court appearance with a fine up to $750.

Failure to secure marijuana plants from unauthorized 
access – mandatory court appearance with a fine up to 
$750.

Marijuana cultivation w/o consent of property owner –
mandatory court appearance with a fine up to $750.

17.38.040 - Marijuana consumption in Public as 
defined in Statute 11 is a mandatory court appearance with 
a fine up to $100.

17.38.050 – False ID by a person under 21 to purchase 
or procure marijuana or products – mandatory court 
appearance with a fine up to $400.

False ID by a person under 21 to enter a marijuana 
establishment – mandatory court appearance with a fine 
up to $400.

******************************

Two Residents Pass SAWRS Test

Elaine Smiloff and Debra Sharrah passed the SAWRS 
test for PADK (Adak Airport). Certification of Smiloff and 
Sharrah means that a weather report can be transmitted 
manually to alert pilots of current surface weather 
conditions, if the ASOS is down.

Spring Clean-Up

This year’s Spring Clean-up is being organized by 
Estrella Rizo. If you are able to help with organizing and 
hosting, or even donating items for the BBQ, please 
contact Estrella at: 592-2362.

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bernardo Diaz Jr. and Estrella Diaz Rizo work for 
Pacific Stevedoring in Kuluk Bay. The Pac-Steves 
transfer thousands of pounds of frozen Atka 
Mackerel in 50lb boxes from fishing vessels to a large 
tramper like the one pictured below. 
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March 17 – St. Patrick’s Day wear your green 
March 18 – City Council meeting, 5pm council 
chambers 
March 21 – Movie Night w/ Chief Tannehill, 6:15 pm 
March 30 – Seward’s Day, City Office will be closed 
 
Saturdays – Alcoholics Anonymous, 5pm in the 
community center 

Stay tuned for next month ‘s issue– There will be an 

exclusive interview with Dustin Anderson, 

owner/founder of Premier Harvest. 
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Wintering Auklets: Where Do They Go?
By Carley Schacter, Katherine Robbins, and Ian L. Jones (all photos by the authors)

Whiskered auklets

Crested auklets

Whiskered auklet

Above: the authors, top to bottom: Carley with 
a tagged parakeet auklet, Kat with a crested 
auklet, and Ian extracting an auklet from its 
nesting crevice. 
 

Close-up of a whiskered auklet leg wearing a 
geolocator tag.

Crested auklet



Parakeet auklets

What’s next?

If you would like more detailed 
information, please contact 
Carley (crs634@mun.ca), 
Katherine (kfr056@mun.ca) 
and Ian (ianljones60@gmail.
com) at the Department of 
Biology, Memorial University 
of Newfoundland, St. John’s, 
Newfoundland, Canada (Or 
stop by the bunkhouse this 
spring when they are in Adak, 
awaiting transport to Buldir 
and Gareloi!)

Non-breeding season (Aug 2013 – Apr 2014) distribution of auklet species breeding in the Aleutian 
Islands. Maps show percent volume contours representing 25%, 50%, and 80% use areas derived from 
kernel density estimation. (a) Stationary tags left at known locations on Buldir (red, n=3) and Adak 
(green, n=2) islands over the same time period; (b) whiskered auklets from Buldir (n=12); (c) crested 
auklets from Buldir (red, n=23) and Gareloi (yellow, n=21); (d) parakeet auklets from Buldir (red, 
n=11) and Gareloi (yellow, n=3).

Percent of time tags were dry (not immersed in salt water) 
over the course of a year (2013-2014). Data split into day 
(red) or night (black) and daily average calculated across 
all individuals for each species. (a) Whiskered auklets 
(n=12) spend the night on land year-round, while (b) 
crested auklets (n=28) and (c) parakeet auklets (n=14) 
spend most of the year on the water before returning to the 
colony in April.

Parakeet auklet


