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City Of Adak Celebrates 15 Years

The City of Adak 
turns 15 on April 20, 
2016. The City was 
formed as the entity 
responsible for 
providing essential 

public services to the residents of Adak as part of the 
closure of the Naval Facility. There have been several 
changes through the years: upgrades to the small boat 
harbor, polling site designation, the purchase and sale 
of fish processing equipment, and several employees. 

The City of Adak has had a minimum of 9 mayors 
with Thomas Spitler, our current Mayor, having served 
the longest; over 3 years. Many community members 
have served on the council throughout the years. As 
Council members, they are responsible for legislating 
City Ordinances and enacting public policies. We would 
like to thank the current and past Councils for their 
dedication and service to the City of Adak.

Adak residents and visitors are invited to celebrate 
our 15 year anniversary on April 16, 2016 in the 
Community Center. The evening kicks-off with a pot 
luck dinner at 5:00 pm.  There will be picture exhibits, a 
continuous slide show, an art contest for children and a 
public address by Mayor Spitler. 

*************************
Brechan Construction of Kodiak wins 
Water/Sewer Downsizing Project Bid

Since 2006, the City has been working with the State 
of Alaska, Village Safewater Program (VSW) and Bristol 
Engineering on right sizing and improving the 
antiquated water and sewer systems left behind by the 
Navy.  As part of the master plan to construct a new 
water treatment plan the City has to know how much 
water is actually used versus the amount of water is
treated.  As part of that master plan the City, with 
VSW’s help, received several grants from the USDA to 
help construct much needed improvements.  After 
receiving a second award late last year, the City was 
able to re-solicit bidders for a larger project.

The work this summer, performed by Brechan 
Construction of Kodiak, will include partially 
downsizing the existing system by capping pipes to
abandoned areas, installing new water main 
connections to better manage the flow of water between 
the Kuluk and Sandy Cove neighborhoods, providing a 
new intake screen at the Bonnie Rose Dam, as well as 
repairs to water facilities to help manage and control 
water flow going into the distribution system.

Work is scheduled to occur between July-October.  
There will be times that the water system will be shut 
down for brief periods; however we will communicate 
any impacts to give users preparation time.  If you have 
not signed up for the City’s Nixle system, consider doing 
so now so that you receive important information 
quickly.

*************************

City Considers VPSO Program

The City, in coordination with the 
Aleutian/Pribilof Islands Association, is 
exploring the ability to obtain a Village 
Public Safety Officer (VPSO) for the 
future public safety needs of Adak.  
Unlike a local police force the VPSO 
program is funded by the State’s 
Department of Public Safety.  

If obtained, a VPSO would not be 
employed by the city, but rather by A/PIA, which offers 
benefits the city is unable to provide.  Having a VPSO, 
who would have to be armed due to the needs of Alaska 
Airlines and TSA, would assist the city’s public safety 
budget by being able to use some of those resources for 
things such as EMS, the EMS building as well as 
providing for savings in the new fiscal environment. 

According to the State Department of Public Safety
website, a VPSO is a first responder to all types of 
emergency situations. Working as a team with the 
Alaska State Troopers, a VPSO “can stabilize volatile 

situations and preserve a crime scene until the Troopers 
can arrive. VPSOs conduct and complete misdemeanor 
investigations with oversight provided by the Alaska 
State Troopers. VPSOs also assist with felony 
investigations at the direction and under the 
supervision of the Alaska Sstate Troopers.”

*************************
ETT Course Graduates 3, Recertifies 4

*************************

Recreation Fun!

Susan Davis, ETT 
Instructor with Eastern 
Aleutian Tribes, conducts 
birthing and newborn 
wellness training. The ETT 
Class graduated Makani 
Zaima, Edge Sarimento,
and Mary Stewart. Tina 
Romberg, Esther Bennett, 
Alicia Bennett and Elaine 
Smiloff were recertified.
Auggie Bennett earned his 
CPR/BSL

Peter Rabbit brought baskets for the children

Fun Satruday arts & Crafts 
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4/09: Movie Matinee, 4pm, Community Center
4/11: Recreation Committee Meeting, 5pm, Community Center 
4/16: City of Adak Anniversary Celebration, 5pm, Community Center. 

Please bring a dish to share.
4/18: Tax Day
4/19: Council Workshop, Noon, Council Chambers
4/20: Council Meeting, 5pm, Council Chambers
4/23: Fun Saturday, 1pm, Community Center



EASTERN ALEUTIAN TRIBES
Adak Community Health Center

Working Together to Promote Healthy Communities

Call 592-8383 for info, or to schedule an appointment! 

  
Clinic Hours 

Monday – Friday 
8:00 am – Noon & 1:00 pm – 5:00 pm 

In a medical emergency after hours please call 

907-572-9989 

It is critical that community members have all non-emergent 
health concerns checked during regular clinic hours. Please do 
not wait until late in the afternoon to call for an appointment. 

MEDICAL PROVIDERS DO NOT WORK AFTER HOURS FOR 
NON-EMERGENCIES. 

To apply for state assistance, Food Stamps, Denali 
Kid Care, Medevac Flight Insurance, Sliding Fee 
Scale to help pay for medical visits, Home Heating 
Assistance, WIC and other programs, see Esther, at 
the Adak Clinic,  for applications, assistance and 
information. 
 
You can also ask for assistance with Affordable Care 
Act, Medicare, or VA. 

 

For correct pronunciation please ask Alicia Bennett 
or Ms. Plummer. 

 
Adak - Upcoming Clinical Services:

April 16th  
EAT Board Meeting**  

May 2nd – 6th 

SCF Village Doc, Summer Cuttings 
May 9 – 12th

Public Health Nurse, Michael Cassista 
May 22nd – 29th 

Dental – Ben Steward, DHAT 
 

** EAT will have a committee meeting on 
Saturday, April 16th -- this is not open to the 
public. The board meeting is scheduled for 
April 17th and will start at 9:00 am. This is 
open to the public. 
 
Please welcome and say hello to EAT Board & 
Management Team members. 
 
EASTERN ALEUTIAN TRIBES 
Board of Directors Meeting – Adak Council Chambers 
April 16, 2016, Committee meeting 9:00 am – 3:00 pm 
April 17, 2016, Board meeting 9:00 am – 3:00 pm 
Agenda 
I. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
II. AGENDA 
1. Agenda – Amended/Approve 
III. MISSION/EDUCATION MOMENT 
IV. 1a. Patient Survey – 2.25.2016 
V. CONCERNS/REPORTS Public Comments 

1. Board Reports – ANHB, VSMT, ASUTHC 
Behavioral Health Committee Report 
Legislative Committee Report 

VI. MEETING 
2. Approval of Minutes January 28, 2016 – Regular 

March 10, 2016 - Special 
3. Finance Committee Report – Brant Mursch 

Finance Board Report – Approval 
Finance Budget – Approval 
Form 990 – Approval 

4. Quality Report – Jennifer Harrison 
5. Consent Agenda 

Operating Plan 2016 - update 
Reports a. Executive Director – Jennifer 

b. Human Recourse Director – Selma 
c. Health Services Director – Dr. Koehler 
d. Operations Director – Edgar 
e. Director of Administrative Support – Betty 
f. Grant Report - Robin 
6. Unfinished/New Business a. MOU – UANTHC 
b. HRSA Site visit – April 26 – 28, Discussion 
c. Elder programs 
d. UDS Report – FYI – Discussion 
e. 2016 Board meeting Schedule tentative dates -
Calendar 
7. Correspondence/Board Information/ FY 
VII. Adjournment
 
 



U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service / Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge / Aleutian Islands Unit 

Above left: Emperor geese on Adak
Far left: Brian immersed in the glamorous work of collecting feces
Near left: Banded emperor goose on the breeding grounds
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(Pep’s full 2015 report is online at  https://absilcc.org/science/amnwr/Shared%20Documents/2015%20field%20season%20report.pdf )


