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ADAK WEATHERS WORST EVER
RECORDED STORM

Many Adak residents are still picking up the 
pieces after a record breaking wind storm tore 
acorss Adak on December 12. The category 3 
hurricane force winds damaged several 
warehouse buildings, the fish plant, harbor 
and residences.

The damage left the City of Adak, Aleut 
Enterprise, LLC, Premier Harvest and several 
residents scrambling to get repairs done 
before the next wind storm, expected to land 
on December 17, with forecasted gusts up to 
75 mph.

                                                             

                                                                                        

HAPPY NEW YEAR  
2016  

A housing 
unit that 
lost siding 
during the 
storm is 
getting 
boarded up 
the morning 
after.

City of Adak 
holds a 
strategic 
planning
session for 
clean up

Dock at 
Sweeper 
Cove folded 
over on 
itself

White shed 
lost a large 
amount of 
siding then 
the wind 
ripped holes 
into the 
frame work.

City Manager Resigns

Layton Lockett, Manager for the City of Adak
since October of 2010, has resigned. The City 
Council accepted Lockett’s resignation effective 
March 31, 2016. 

There have been many changes in Adak with 
Lockett’s Administration. The City of Adak was 
broke and in a very poor state of management when 
Lockett came to Adak. Even though the economy 
has not been the best during Lockett’s tenure, 
Lockett has managed to stabilize the City’s finances 
and operations. 

During his tenure here he has advocated for the 
City of Adak at every winter legislative conference. 
He has represented Adak with a membership in 
Southwest Alaska Municipal Conference, as well as, 
holding the positions of Treasurer and President on 
the SWAMC Board.  Lockett has attended many 
other conferences and meetings including a recent 
Arctic Conference held in Anchorage with Mayor 
Thomas Spitler.

Other remarkable contributions, include the 
purchasing of fish processing equipment, once 
belonging to the now defunct “Adak Fisheries”, at 
auction for a total of $2.1 million; nearly all of the 
money the City of Adak had at the time. The City 
has since entered an agreement to sell the 
equipment to Premier Harvest, LLC, securing a 
return on investment for the City of Adak.

Lockett has seen some very real issues that may 
have changed the way of life in Adak. Through 
negotiations and perseverance, he was able to tackle 
these tough issues and elicit a positive outcome for 
the City of Adak. An example; in 2012, Alaska 
Airlines did not put in a bid for the Essential Air 
Services Contract on the initial bid request from the 
United States Department of Transportation. 
Lockett spent many hours on the phone with the 
Alaska Airlines Administration, convincing them 
that Adak still had a future.

Lockett has become a part of the local community 
and economy. He was elected to and served on the 
Adak Community Development Board. He opened 
and began operating the 100 Knot Stop grocery 
store, with two other resident partners in August of 
2013. The 100 Knot Stop store has since moved to 
its present location on Kagalaska Dr. in June 2015. 

While Lockett has resigned, he will maintain a
relationship with the City of Adak through and 
hopefully after the transition of Administrations.

Lockett, 3rd from left served on the Adak Community 
Development Board.
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Changes at Adak Island Inn

     Helene Sparks, longtime Manager of the Adak 
Island Inn, has resigned and moved to the lower 
48. Helene, husband Christopher Lagua and son 
Christopher “Ryan” Lagua Jr. were longtime 
members of the Adak community.

While Helene’s presence at Adak Island Inn will be 
missed, long-time resident Nicole Gordon has 
been hired as the new Manager and business will 
go on as usual.

Nicole Gordon 
******************************** 
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Adak City Council News

     Resolution 2015-16-018 – passed by the 
Adak City Council declaring a local disaster requesting 
technical assistance but not financial assistance from 
the State of Alaska. The disaster declaration will help 
residents and commercial business owners file and 
receive insurance claims if they were insured prior to 
the cyclone that hit Adak on December 12, 2015.

During the Public Comments sector, Dustin 
Anderson stated Alaska Airlines was willing to help the 
residents of Adak by flying out any emergency supplies 
that might be needed due to the storm.

Scenes of the Holidays         

Adak Children patiently await their presents. 

Mr. and Mrs. Claus and Elves were very generous. 

Santa Claus 
showed up at 
the airport the 
very next day! 
Julianna Rizo 
receives a 
package from 
Santa 

January 1 – New Year’s Day 

January 7 – Russian Orthodox Christmas 

January 18 – Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

January 20 – Adak City Council, 5pm in  
                        Council Chambers   
  



U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service / Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge / Aleutian Islands Unit 

No harvest this year...
Emperor geese nest on the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta and winter on Kodiak, the 

Murre madness

 

FROM THE WILDSIDE January 2016

c Neil Hayward

c Jay Lehman

c Dave Irons



     Some of us old timers can remember when Adak was a bustling Naval Air Station with a dedicated Search and Rescue 
team, and anyone wanting to go hiking or hunting off base was required to attend a safety lecture to obtain a military 
blue card. Blue card lectures included cautionary information about hypothermia, man-made and natural hazards, and 

with the Quarterdeck before heading out. Winter hiking was not advised, nor was hiking alone permitted. This may sound 
draconian, but even with such precautions, the SAR team was kept busy looking for overdue hikers or rescuing injured ones. 
     Nowadays we have no such rules, but plenty of visiting hunters, not all of whom are familiar with how quickly conditions 

The burden of philanthropy resting upon the shoulders of our few locals able to go out looking for missing people would be 
greatly eased if they knew exactly where to look, or that the overdue hunters were not actually in need of assistance. 

they head out, detailing where they intend to go, when they plan to be back, and what equipment they are carrying (including 
contact numbers and whether or not they are prepared/equipped to spend a night in the tundra). Also advise people to 
carry a GPS (for when visibility suddenly drops to zero) and some form of satellite communication (so they can let their 

Anchorage rent satellite phones, and 
the new DeLorme inReach products are 
great--you can send and receive text 
messages via satellite as well as transmit 
your position at pre-set intervals; the 
fancy ones can function as both GPS 
and transmitter. 
     Here’s a story from the good old 
days...I bet if sat phones had been 
invented back then, CWO2 Davis would 
have been carrying one!   


