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Adak’s Monthly Newsletter featuring Local News and Events 
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR

     

“It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas”

As we approach the snowy season on Adak we would like to take a moment to talk about the snow removal program in the 
City.  As you know we have a small crew in our Public Works Department that has more responsibility than in other municipalities, 
however it is the City’s goal to ensure that the public is safe and access to essential services can be provided.  You should know that 
after a significant snow event, as we know this can also mean little snow but high winds, it is the City’s intent to start plowing as 
soon as it is safe for our crew to operate the heavy equipment used to remove snow. 

We start by addressing the main roads and arteries, to ensure there is access to the Clinic Emergency Room/School,
Power Plant and Fuels and the Port.  We then start addressing, sometimes at the same time as clearing the main accesses, the 
neighborhood roads.  The neighborhoods take more time to clear, especially when there are obstacles that are left in the roads and 
snow storage areas.  Please do your part to ensure that the streets and the snow storage areas (in residential areas these are where 
the dumpsters used to be placed) are clear so we can clean them quickly and easily.  Please be patient with our crew, especially 
during prolonged storms and large snowfall amounts.  Though we have newer equipment than we used to operate, the hazards of 
clearing roads in Adak require our crew to be very careful.

Please also keep in mind that this equipment is much more difficult to control than a regular car or truck.  When 
approaching our operating crew, make sure you can be seen.  A general rule of thumb is if you cannot see their mirrors, then they 
cannot see you.  Please observe stop signs and general traffic rules to ensure your safety and the safety of our crew. We welcome 
your feedback and are continuously managing our program to provide safe and good snow removal for the City.  

TDX Adak Generating is Granted Interim 24% rate Increase 

It is time to watch our power usage. The Regulatory Commission of Alaska (RCA) has granted TDX Adak Generating 
(TAG) a 24.21 % interim “refundable” rate increase, while suspending the actual tariff filing citing questions exist as to the 
reasonableness and propriety of TAG”s filing a tariff increase. The 24.21% increase in tariff is effective January 1, 2014 and will be 
reflected on our January 2014 billings.

The phrase “refundable increase” means that TAG would have to reimburse all customers’ monies paid in excess of the 
final tariff increase approved by the RCA after a hearing with an Administrative Law Judge. For example, after the hearing -
perhaps next year, the RCA grants TAG a 14.5 % tariff increase. TAG would then have to reimburse all payments collected above 
the 14.5% threshold, plus 10.5% per annum interest.

The RCA has invited the Attorney General to be involved in the review of the filing and will issue a final ruling on the no 
later than February 7, 2015.

Adak Public School Seeks Donations for Music Program

The Adak School is hoping to raise at least $1,000 dollars toward a sustainable music program for Adak students.
The program includes recorder and ukulele lessons with Ivan Hodes and beginning keyboard lessons provided by Debbie Center 

who has volunteered to travel to Adak once a week to teach class. The school has applied for grants and funding but expects a 
budget shortfall of a little more than $1,000. Please contact Lisa Spitler for more information if you would like to donate to the 

program.

Adak gets Grant to Downsize Water and Sewer Service Area

The City of Adak and Village Safe Water have been working together for several years to get the funds to downsize the 
water and sewer service area in Adak to the occupied areas of Sandy Cove and Kuluk subdivisions. The funds have been allocated 
from the US Department of Agriculture Rural Development and will be matched by the State of Alaska. “Downsizing is the first 
step toward construction of a water plant that meets the requirements of the Surface Water Treatment Rule”, according to a memo 
sent by Village Safe Water. 

An Un-Adak Christmas

It was about 20 degrees when I awoke December 14, 2013 in Anderson California, everything was frosted white and the 
puddles were frozen solid. It was a very bright day without a cloud in sight. I was amazed that it was light at 7:30 am, while we wait 
until 9:30 am for light in Adak. By 12:00 pm it was close to 70 degrees and I could see that I was not well prepared for the 
unseasonably warm winter temperatures.

I had returned to the home of my teenage years. The custom built home on a piece of land that was once a part of the 
Circle Delta Ranch owned by my Grandparents, Edwin Ellsworth and Frances Ione Day. The Circle Delta Ranch, situated on year 
round Bear Creek about 1 mile from the mouth of the Sacramento River, is dotted in valley and scrub oaks with blackberry briars, 
wild grapes, buckeye and assorted other plants and trees that can handle the long dry months from May through October. 

Mike Sharrah, my brother, decided that he should resurrect the Circle Delta brand, now associated with Selah Farms. 
Many of you may know Mike from the fishing industry and his boat the F/V Selah. Although he left Alaska, after selling the F/V 
Selah, to plant a walnut orchard on the old ranch, beef became his business after buying a couple feeder calves at the local auction
yard in Cottonwood. Then came many more calves and heifers, some from the yard and some from the Shasta County Fair, until he
had purchased 23 head of cattle.

Along with the branding there were vaccinations, worming, and ear tags that numbered each animal in the herd. The old 
squeeze chute that Mike was using came from a ranch equipment sale in Fallon, Nevada. There were two horsewomen, and 3 men 
to herd the cattle while coaxing them with the promise of a leaf of alfalfa hay, into a holding pen and sectioned walkway that 
attached to the squeeze chute. It only took a couple tries to figure how to work that squeeze chute, before you started to hear the 
bawling calves under the hot iron.

Watch for Signs on the Road! 

The Public Works Department has been busy placing signs at 
major intersections in anticipation of the busy fish processing 
and summer contractor seasons. Please obey all traffic signs for 
the safety of yourselves and others. 
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This Christmas was special. It is the first Christmas I got to spend with my grandchildren, and the first time a calf has 
received the hot iron with the Circle Delta brand on his left-hind quarter in over 30 years. Yes, the last time I remember a branding 
on the Circle Delta was in 1973, the same year I raised the 4-H Reserve Grand Champion Steer for the Shasta County Fair. 

It wasn’t long after the spring in 1973 that my Grandparents sold off all their cattle. They leased the ranch a couple years 
before listing 1,640 acres of prime ranchland, on a year round creek with a manmade lake in the Wall Street Journal. The ranch 
sold while I was traveling in Europe at the age of seventeen, but the memories remain. – Debra Sharrah – Happy New Year

Just branded                                                            Mike Sharrah applies the hot iron                 Son Tom and Grandkids

Once Again, Santa Chose Alaska Airlines to Deliver Christmas Goodies to Adak

            
Captain Rex and Santa’s Pilot                     Santa’s List                                              Santa’s Elves were onboard

Longtime Adak Residents Retire (from Adak anyway)

Joe and Cynthia Galaktionoff

                                   Farewell, Chuck Mohn

     
Chuck at the ASBAG
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January 15 – City Council, 5pm Council Chambers 
                        Public Hearing for Ordinance(s)              
     
  January 20 – Martin Luther King Day 

Anyone who has lived in Adak for any length of time is familiar with the 
Galaktionoff name. This year we will lose Joe Galaktionoff, supervisor at Adak 
Petroleum and Cynthia Galaktionoff, Eastern Aleutian Tribes’ Clinic Director; 
to the State of Oregon. The Galaktionoffs, have been preparing for their 
retirement by remodeling and landscaping their home in Oregon, during 
vacations from Adak. While their retirement is well deserved, we will miss their 
warm camaraderie and the ever smiling Cynthia. Once the word got around that 
Joe and Cynthia were returning to Oregon, it wasn’t long before her previous 
employer hired her to work at the tribal clinic. Alas, so much for Cynthia’s 
retirement. Many of us gathered to give them a proper farewell as The Aleut 
Corporation and Adak Petroleum provided ham, turkey and ribs while those of 
us who attended brought side dishes for a proper Adak Potluck.

Charles “Chuck” Mohn, former Mayor, Council Member and longtime resident of 
Adak passed away at his home in Anchor Point with his wife Kathy at his side.
Mr. Mohn an Adak business man was part owner of Adak Development and 
Construction, Inc. (ADAC, Inc.) and the Aleutian Sports Bar and Grill (ASBAG).
Chuck Mohn served on the Adak City Council from 2004 – 2013 and as Vice 
Mayor and Mayor in 2008 and 2009. Mohn was instrumental in many City 
projects.

Services will not be held at this time in Anchor Point, however a small memorial 
service was held in Adak at the ASBAG on Sunday, January 5, 2014 at 8:00pm. 
His longtime business partners Will Tillion and Ed McNall led the toast for 
Chuck Mohn with all attending having a drink.  



NEWS FROM EASTERN ALEUTIAN TRIBES’ ADAK COMMUNITY HEALTH CLINIC 
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Congratulations to ALL our successful 
Adak non-smokers!  

You show you care for yourselves and 
others. Thanks for doing a great job.

*FLU SHOTS STILL AVAILABLE AT THE CLINIC – CALL 572-8383*

Check out EAT’s website for more 
information about our clinics and good 
health information and links: 
http://www.eatribes.org/  
  

2014 – Is this YOUR year to quit 
Smoking? 

January is the time of resolutions – when we 
forget about the failures of the past and resolve to 
start fresh. How about making a pledge to stop 
smoking in 2014? Alaska’s Tobacco Quitline: 
1-888-842-QUIT (1-888-842-7848) 
National Toll-Free Quitline: 1-800-QUIT-NOW 
(1-800-784-8669)

 

Adak Clinic will see Robert Finlay, PA-C 
returning for itinerant coverage for 
January and February, while we are 
waiting for our full time provider to get 
ready to work in Adak.  Come by an meet 
Bob if you didn’t meet him in December! 

BE SURE TO SIGN UP FOR THE HEATING 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM WITH THE STATE OF 
ALASKA.  APPLICATIONS ARE ONLINE, OR AT THE 
CLINIC – STOP BY AND SEE ESTHER FOR AN 
APPLICATION. 

Thanks to everyone who helped make 
our Black Friday/Health Fair Event a 
success – we had 14 patient satisfaction 
surveys completed, and good time by all! 

 



U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service / Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge / Aleutian Islands Unit 
 

FROM THE WILDSIDE January 2014

Please Don’t Feed the Eagles!

 

Please Don’t Feed the Ravens, Either!


